THE  MATERIALIST  CONCEPTION   OF  HISTORY
in different periods, he concludes that the process of
historical development is indeed a progression through
a series of contradictions. He assumes that whatever
exists leads to its own contradiction, any existing state
to the contrary state, and these contradictions lead in
turn to a higher state of civilisation or form of society,
in which the contradictions are dissolved and combined.
Such a process, he says, is manifestly a dialectical
process. " Marx and Engels ", says Cunow, " espoused
Feuerbach's materialistic mode of thought, but they
also adopted Hegel's dialectics, removing, however, the
dialectical process out of the sphere of ideas and from
the self-development of ideas into the material develop-
ment of society." r
Both, Marx as well as Hegel, believe the historical
evolution to be dialectical, that is, to proceed through a
series of contradictions, which are dissolved in a higher
form. The difference between their theories is that Marx
believes the " real " historical events to be primary and
to be reflected in men's brains and in this way stated
by us, whereas Hegel believes that an absolute divine
mind is materialising itself in history, the world of
events being but its outward appearance and image.
This is at bottom but the old well-known controversy
which began in antique times with Plato's doctrine of
the ideas, and divided the scholastic philosophers in the
age-long contest between Nominalists and Realists by
the question whether the abstract or universal notions
existed, as the Realists thought, ante rem, that is " before
the thing " as ideas within the absolute mind or, according
to the opinion of the Nominalists, post rem> " after the*
thing ", as mere notions in men's brains. Revived in
1 Cunow, op. tit. vol. ii. p. 206.
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